
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7652 October 2, 2017 
lives have been irrevocably changed by 
this terrible tragedy. Each of them is 
in my prayers today. 

Mr. Speaker, prayers alone are not 
enough. We cannot, in good conscience, 
sit idly by as innocent people continue 
to die. 

Mr. Speaker, there are reasonable 
steps that we can take to make our 
communities safer, things like limiting 
high-capacity magazines and banning 
assault weapons—weapons, by the way, 
that are weapons of war and have no 
business being on the streets in the 
first place. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a solemn re-
sponsibility as Members of Congress to 
ensure that our communities are safe. 
Let us honor the victims of the Las 
Vegas shooting by doing something to 
prevent such tragedies from happening 
in the future. 

f 

MASSACRE IN LAS VEGAS 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as 
the band played the latest country 
western song, gunfire erupted from the 
32nd floor window across the street. 

Twenty minutes later, when the 
shots stopped and the smoke cleared, 59 
people were murdered and over 520 were 
wounded. 

The SWAT team quickly found the 
hiding place of the evil villain, and as 
they approached, the outlaw shot him-
self. Thus, he avoided a date with the 
hangman. Justice occurred. 

The casualties would have been much 
worse but for quick action by members 
of the crowd. People, including former 
military and off-duty police officers, 
helped hide and cover others while en-
dangering their own lives. 

The first responders, police, doctors, 
emergency medical technicians quickly 
tended to the wounded. These unnamed 
quick responders, both civilian and law 
enforcement, and medical, without re-
gard to their own life, saved others. 

The band had stopped playing music, 
but the cries of the wounded and the 
tears of the mourning continue, Mr. 
Speaker. We must have prayers for Las 
Vegas, and God bless them one and all. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

OBJECTING TO POLICY OF COL-
LECTING SOCIAL MEDIA AC-
COUNT INFORMATION OF NATU-
RALIZED CITIZENS 

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, my thoughts and prayers also go to 
the victims of the Las Vegas shooting. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to address an-
other subject that, unfortunately, 
came up last week. 

Mr. Speaker, as one of ten natural-
ized United States citizens in Congress, 
I rise today to express strong objec-
tions to the Department of Homeland 

Security’s new policy to collect the so-
cial media account information of nat-
uralized citizens. 

In accordance with this new rule, the 
DHS will include social media along-
side basic information, such as bio-
metrics, Social Security numbers, and 
contact information in naturalization 
records. This is unprecedented. 

There is no evidence that tracking 
social media accounts of naturalized 
citizens will in any way make the 
United States more secure. 

Rather than target naturalized citi-
zens, the President should work with 
Congress to reform our immigration 
system and ensure that all Americans, 
natural born or naturalized, are able to 
work, study, and pursue the American 
Dream. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF SHAW 
CARTER 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the life of 
Mr. Shaw Carter, who passed away on 
August 9, 2017, at the age of 24. 

Shaw was a rare individual who 
touched the hearts of many people in 
his life. He was a recent graduate of 
Young Harris College in north Georgia, 
and was a graduate assistant at the 
University of Georgia, where he was 
working on his master’s degree in pub-
lic administration. 

Born with a heart defect, he under-
went three open heart surgeries before 
his third birthday and had a heart 
transplant before his 21st birthday. 

Through the obstacles with his ill-
nesses, he preserved and selflessly vol-
unteered his time to uplift other kids 
who had other severe medical issues. 
For example, he volunteered over 200 
hours for Mended Hearts at Northeast 
Georgia Medical Center. 

When he was awarded the Young Har-
ris Spirit Award, he was described as 
the ‘‘indefatigable Shaw Carter.’’ There 
is no better way to describe him. He 
will truly be missed. 

f 

WE MUST CONFRONT DOMESTIC 
TERRORISM 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
with the humblest of hearts, I cannot 
imagine the fear and the horror of 
those who heard those violent sounds 
late last night in Las Vegas, nor the 
horror of family members who had to 
wonder where their loved ones were or 
are now calling numbers to discern 
what happened. 

One of my closest relatives was in 
Las Vegas, and I can only imagine 
what they went through, as I had the 
great fear myself, not knowing where 
and what. 

I think the American people expect 
us to mourn and to honor them and to 

have a moment of silence, but I believe 
that the American people demand, and 
should, and those families who are now 
mourning, that we should be sensible. 

Mr. Speaker, we should not ever put 
on the floor of the House the deregula-
tion of silencers. Can you imagine how 
many more would have died if the per-
petrator who had ten guns had a si-
lencer? 

We have to confront domestic ter-
rorism. We can’t run away from it. We 
have to confront automatic weapons no 
matter what, where, and how. 

My prayers are with the families, but 
I think they demand, Mr. Speaker, ac-
tion from this Congress. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL DIS-
ABILITY EMPLOYMENT AWARE-
NESS MONTH 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, October is National Dis-
ability Employment Awareness Month, 
and it is a time when we celebrate the 
numerous contributions and skills of 
American workers with disabilities. 

Many Americans with disabilities 
struggle to find employment opportu-
nities despite the wealth of skills they 
have to offer. In 2016, only 27.7 percent 
of working-age Americans with disabil-
ities were employed. 

More employers should recognize the 
fresh perspectives and skills that these 
men and women can add to an organi-
zation. 

Workers with developmental disabil-
ities tend to be reliable, dedicated, and 
loyal employees with a positive atti-
tude and a strong work ethic. 

Right here on Capitol Hill, my office 
participates in the Congressional In-
ternship Program for Individuals with 
Intellectual Disabilities. This program 
is designed to give students with vary-
ing intellectual disabilities an oppor-
tunity to gain congressional work ex-
perience, and it has been rewarding for 
everyone involved. 

Mr. Speaker, hiring an individual 
who has a disability can have a pro-
found impact on their life. They experi-
ence the independence, economic self- 
sufficiency, pride, and community that 
come with a job. 

These individuals promote workforce 
diversity and can truly enhance the 
workplace for the better. 

f 

WITH GUN RIGHTS COMES 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

(Ms. JAYAPAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, my 
heart goes out to the victims and the 
families impacted by the horrific 
shooting in Las Vegas. Gun violence is 
a public health crisis that has claimed 
thousands of innocent lives, and we 
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must do everything we can to address 
it. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
are tired of being outraged, of sending 
thoughts and prayers, of seeing men, 
women, and children die because the 
gun lobby puts profit over people. That 
is not what our Founders intended by 
the right to bear arms. 

With rights come responsibilities: the 
responsibility to stop gun sales loop-
holes, to enact protections that make 
sure our kids and those with severe 
mental illnesses don’t have access to 
guns, to address funding for mental 
health, and to oppose any efforts to 
make it easier to purchase silencers. 

Mr. Speaker, 87 percent of gunowners 
and 74 percent of NRA members sup-
port those commonsense solutions, like 
criminal background checks. 

I have a plea for gunowners across 
this country: urge the NRA to rep-
resent your views; show them that you 
mean business by speaking out or even 
terminating your NRA membership; 
show them that you care about your 
fellow Americans. Act now. Enough is 
enough. 

f 

b 1915 

CANCER LINK CELEBRATES 30 
YEARS 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to celebrate the 30th anniversary 
of Cancer Link, an amazing volunteer 
organization dedicated to finding a 
cure for breast cancer and assisting 
those in south Florida whose lives have 
been impacted by this disease. 

Cancer Link was founded in 1987 by a 
small group of 10 Miami women who 
wanted to spread awareness about 
breast cancer after suffering the dev-
astating loss of a friend. In the years 
since, this wonderful organization has 
grown into an impactful volunteer 
group that has supported essential 
breast cancer research at the Sylvester 
Cancer Center in Miami, Florida. 

The volunteers at Cancer Link have 
also helped provide essential commu-
nity healthcare programs that ensure 
that healthcare for breast cancer treat-
ment is accessible to every woman in 
our community. 

Congratulations again to all who 
have been a part of Cancer Link 
throughout the years, and thank you 
for 30 years of service to our commu-
nity. 

f 

CONGRESS NEEDS TO MAKE IT 
HARDER FOR DANGEROUS PEO-
PLE TO ACQUIRE ASSAULT 
WEAPONS 

(Ms. SÁNCHEZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SÁNCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with great sorrow and anger. 

Last night, more than 58 people were 
tragically murdered and over 500 
wounded in a senseless act of violence 
in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

The murderer was found to have 20 
guns, including at least one automatic 
rifle. No person should be allowed to 
possess a weapon that makes indis-
criminately killing human beings easi-
er. 

It just baffles me that some of my 
colleagues don’t agree with that basic 
premise. Not only do they not agree 
with sensible gun control measures 
like background checks and no fly, no 
buy, they won’t even allow public re-
search dollars to be used to research 
gun control and gun violence. 

Until Congress acts to make it hard-
er for dangerous people to acquire 
these types of weapons, tragedies like 
this will continue to happen. 

How many more people have to die? 
How much more blood must be shed 

before Congress decides to act? 
Moments of silence and sympathy 

and prayers from Members of this body 
are not enough anymore. The time has 
come to act. We must act now. 

f 

OCTOBER IS BREAST CANCER 
AWARENESS MONTH 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month and all who have 
been affected by this terrible disease. 
Each October we take time to raise 
awareness about the threat breast can-
cer poses to women and men through-
out the country and the world. 

Studies show that one in eight 
women across the Nation will be diag-
nosed with breast cancer in their life-
time and that more than 249,000 people 
in the United States are diagnosed 
each year. Roughly 1 percent of those 
are men. 

This month, it is not only imperative 
that we reflect upon all who are af-
fected by breast cancer, but that we 
also take action to fight against it. 

Today I would like to recognize a 
courageous constituent, friend, and 
cancer survivor, Karen Newton. Earlier 
this year, I played in the Congressional 
Women’s Softball Game in honor of 
Karen’s triumph over breast cancer. 
Karen is a vibrant testament to the 
fact that strides we make in medicine 
are helping cancer patients and their 
loved ones, though I don’t think she is 
a very good driver. 

Whether it is wearing pink to raise 
awareness or offering support to a 
brave person who is fighting this dis-
ease, in October, let’s all join together 
to fight to end breast cancer. 

f 

CONGRESS MUST PROVIDE RELIEF 
TO PUERTO RICO 

(Ms. BARRAGÁN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today because American citizens are 
suffering in Puerto Rico. Twelve days 
after Hurricane Maria made landfall, 
more than half of the island’s residents 
are still without running water. 

Low-income communities have been 
hit especially hard. They are trying to 
survive through unsafe and unsanitary 
conditions, where the basics of life can 
be impossible to find. 

After an earthquake struck Haiti in 
2010, I was proud to see that America 
deployed every available resource the 
very next day at the crack of dawn to 
help out. But I wonder why the same 
response wasn’t deployed to help Amer-
icans in Puerto Rico. 

I call on the administration and Con-
gress to ensure that Puerto Rico re-
ceives the emergency aid it needs now 
so we don’t lose more American lives 
to the storm. 

Congress must also provide real relief 
and aid to our brothers and sisters 
there. The situation in Puerto Rico is 
dire, and our fellow Americans are 
counting on us to act now. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE PAIN-CAPABLE 
UNBORN CHILD PROTECTION ACT 

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I, along 
with all of our American citizens, re-
coil today at the senseless and evil 
mayhem and killing that went on in 
Las Vegas. We pray for the families of 
those whose lives were lost, as well as 
those who are injured and suffering 
right now. 

I, along with, I am sure, many Amer-
icans, recoil at senseless abuse of inno-
cent animals that we love and we 
enjoy. But I wonder how many of us 
also recoil at the senseless abuse and 
murder of innocent babies in the womb. 

I stand here today to support the 
Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection 
Act, H.R. 36. I support it because it is 
backed by science. It protects the un-
born from suffering. It saves innocent 
lives. It promotes American values, 
values that made this country great, 
that understand the sanctity of life and 
the beauty of our creator’s evidence in 
this world today in human beings. 

I ask my colleagues to join with me 
and many others this week as we sup-
port H.R. 36, and we say to our creator 
and our God: Thank you for innocent 
life itself, and may it be preserved and 
protected. 

f 

WE HAVE GOT TO DO SOMETHING 
TO STOP MASS SHOOTINGS IN 
AMERICA 

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, when will 
it end? When will the carnage end? How 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:32 Oct 03, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K02OC7.032 H02OCPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T12:11:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




